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WHO WE ARE
South Central Solid Waste Authority (SCSWA) was established in December of 1994 through the
adoption of a Joint Powers Agreement between the City of Las Cruces and Doña Ana County for
the purpose of providing and maintaining regional solid waste and recycling management programs.
The Authority is comprised of an eight (8) member board where three (3) voting members from
City Council are appointed by the Mayor with consent of the City Council, three (3) voting members
appointed by the County Chairperson with consent of the County Commission, and two (2) ex-officio
members who are the City Manager and the County manager, or their designees. The member’s term
expires when his or her official term in office is completed or when the term of the appointing Mayor
or Chairperson is completed; however, the member continues to serve until a new member is appointed. Members may be appointed for more than one term.

OUR BOARD
City of Las Cruces
Government

Doña Ana County
Government
Manuel Sanchez

Councilor, District 3

County Chair

City of Las Cruces

Commissioner, District 5

WHO WE ARE

Gabriel Vasquez

Doña Ana County

Kasandra Gandara

Lynn Ellins

Councilor, District 1

Commissioner, District 1

City of Las Cruces

Doña Ana County

Kenneth Miyagishima

Diana Murillo-Trujillo

Mayor

Vice Chair

City of Las Cruces

Commissioner, District 2
Doña Ana County

Delilah Walsh

Fernando R. Macias

Director

Manager

City of Las Cruces Utilities

Doña Ana County

(EX-OFFICIO)

(EX-OFFICIO)
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WHAT WE DO

HOW WE DO IT
We currently have seventy-five (75) employees
who are passionate about recycling and solid
waste management services. Our team is consistently expanding to provide additional services, building additional facilities, or planning
to expand into new service locations.

WHAT WE DO

South Central Solid Waste Authority
(SCSWA) provides recycling and solid waste
disposal services to one of the state’s fastest
growing areas. We manage recycling and solid
waste services for all of Doña Ana County,
White Sands Missile Range, and communities
within the defined service area of SouthCentral New Mexico. Our operations include
the following:

Our team strives to provide the highest service
levels for our residents while redefining the
meaning of solid waste management. We work
on developing progressive programs and policies to meet the global demand for sustainability
while preserving our region’s traditional values
and protecting the environment.
The Authority’s waste management practices
and operations are regulated federally by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in
combination with Subtitle's within the congressional Resource Conservation and Recover Act
(RCRA). SCSWA is also subject to the New
Mexico Environment Department (NMED) state
rules.

 Daily operation

of a 640 acre-tract 1,000
ton per day landfill located in the westmesa known as the Corralitos Regional
Landfill.

 We manage rural

collections and waste
transfer activities throughout SCSWA service area (Doña Ana County, Sierra
County and Otero County).

 Our recycling services

include providing biweekly curbside collections to approximately 35,000 residential households in and
around the City of Las Cruces.
 Our customer

base consists of 10% of
the State’s projected 2.35 million population (i.e., we service ~235,000 customers).

ADMINISTRATIVE ANNEX

 We operate one main

transfer station hub
servicing Las Cruces, one smaller scale
satellite transfer station servicing the
southern Dona Ana county in Chaparral
and nine (8) community collection centers throughout Doña Ana County

 We manage residential

solid waste curbside
collections in the City of Sunland Park.

 We manage commercial

solid waste and
recycling collections on the White Sands

Located at 760 N. Motel Blvd, Las Cruces, NM
with 8,000 square feet of space, the building houses 12 employees. This building was recently leased
for 3 years with a 2nd option. The building is
equipped with many offices, a reception area and
large training room for specialized training meetings for up to 73 people.
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MEET THE
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Rafael Leos

Executive Director

Deputy Director

Miguel Fernandez

Steve Mauer

Program Administrator

Regulatory Compliance Specialist

Peter R. Ibarbo

Elena Moreno

Education & Outreach Coordinator

Senior Office Manager

Horacio Marmolejo

Rene Ruiz

IT Tech

Budget & Billing Analyst

Veronica Luna

Norma Valles

Management Analyst

Disbursement Analyst

Jaime Treviño

Mattie Gonzalez

Customer Service Rep

Administrative Assistant

Mayra Cano

Terri Del Ferraro

Administrative Assistant

Procurement Manager

ADMINISTRATION

Patrick Peck
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AGENCY STRUCTURE:
SCSWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Director
Patrick Peck
Administrative
Support

Customer
Service (CLC)

Educational
Outreach

Risk

IT

Human
Resources

Financial
Analyst

Procurement

Fleet &
Facilities

Admin Assistant
Mattie Gonzalez

Contracted to
LCU

Peter Ibarbo

Steve Mauer

IT Tech. Horacio
Marmolejo

HR Analyst Elena
Moreno

Mgt. Analyst
Veronica Luna

Purchasing Mgr.
Terri Del Ferraro

Alex Barrios

Budget & Billing
Analyst Rene
Ruiz

Buyer (New)
Vacant 2021

Maintenance
Tech. Felix
Maynes

Corralitos Landfill
Manager
Vacant
Interim (Steve Mauer)

Northern Regional
Operations
Office Program
Administrator
Miguel Fernandez

Landfill Operations

Admin Support

AGENCY STRUCTURE

Transfer Station
Manager
Robert Gorman
Assistant Transfer Station
Manager
(Vacant New)
HEO
John Holmes
HEO
Christina Mariscal
Spotter
Julie Roberts
Spotter
Nick Jacques
Spotter
Mark Rodriguez
Spotter
Oscar Carrillo
Cashier
Vacant
Cashier
Brittany Martin
Cashier
Samantha Galvan
Comm. Truck Dr.
Andy Borunda

Northern County Collection
Centers

Recycling
Operations
Foreman
Daniel Ortega

Collection
Center
Attendant
(Garfield)
Vacant

Commercial
Truck Driver
Marcos Zuniga

Collection
Center
Attendant
(Hill)
Esteban Barraza
Collection
Center
Attendant
(Butterfield)
Elias Silva
Collection
Center
Attendant
(Mesquite)
Zakary Keeling

Comm. Truck Dr.
Anthony
Urquides

Commercial
Truck Driver
Francisco
Zuniga

Comm. Truck Dr.
Charlie Lopez

Commercial
Truck Driver
Chris Harrison

Comm. Truck Dr.
Samuel Flores
Comm. Truck Dr.
Shirley Hagerman
Comm. Truck Dr.
Javier Hernandez

Recycling

Collection
Center
Supervisor
Freddie Aguirre

Collection
Center
Attendant
(Hatch)
Jose Madrid

Southern Regional
Operations
Deputy Director
Rafael Leos

Landfill Engineer
(Vacant FY 2022)

Jaime Treviño

Amador Ave
Transfer Station

Procurement
Clerk (New)
Vacant 2021

Disbursement
Analyst
Norma Valles

Commercial
Truck Driver
Fred Nevarez
Commercial
Truck Driver
Lupe Hernandez
HEO
Mike Garcia
HEO
Arturo Ramos
HEO
Jeff Hinojos

Landfill Supervisor
Ignacio Navarro

Facility Janitor
Ruben Caro
Fleet Clerk
Christine Gomez

Admin Support
HEO
Charles Romero
HEO
David Villagrana
HEO
Jesse Lucero
HEO
Ruben Castillo
HEO
Jesus Venegas
HEO
Corey Buxbaum
HEO
Raul Galindo
Landfill Laborer
Pete Contreras
Landfill Laborer
Samuel Villanueva
Landfill Laborer
Vacant
Landfill Laborer
Jose Rey

Mayra Cano

Sunland Park

Southern County Collection
Centers

Chaparral
Transfer Station

White Sands
Missile Range

Operations
Supervisor
Santos Treviño

Operations
Supervisor
Santos Treviño

Operations
Supervisor
Eduardo
Sanchez

Operations
Supervisor
Eduardo
Sanchez

Solid Waste
Driver
George Segobia

Collection
Center
Attendant
(La Union)
Gilbert Jimenez

HEO
Raul Madrid

Solid Waste
Driver
Kevin Wilshusen

Solid Waste
Driver
Luis Morales
Solid Waste
Driver
Vacant

Collection
Center
Attendant
(Anthony)
Francisco Smith
Collection
Center
Attendant
(La Mesa)
Michael
McGrath

HEO
Cesar Perez

Transfer Station
Attendant
James Nieto

Laborer
(50% WSMR
50% SP Vacant)

Cashier
Jenny Holmes
Cashier
Laura Mata

Commercial
Truck Driver
Toby Ramos

Commercial
Truck Driver
Othon Valdez
Zamarripa

Commercial
Truck Driver
Eddie Ruiz

Commercial
Truck Driver
Paul Van
Winkle

Commercial
Truck Driver
Ruben Romo
Commercial
Truck Driver
Geno Angel

Comm. Truck Dr.
David Vigil
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FLEET MAINTENANCE FACILITY
2050 West Hadley Ste. H
Las Cruces, NM 88005
1,800 Square Feet Maintenance Facility
3 Year Lease
6 Acres of Land Leased

Alex Barrios Hernandez
Fleet Manager

FLEET MAINTENANCE

Safety is SCSWA’s top priority for it’s employees and the public. That is why maintaining a safe
fleet of vehicles, machinery and equipment is critical to any solid waste management business.
This year (2021) SCSWA expanded it’s Fleet Maintenance facility by leasing 1,800 square feet of
space and six acres of land. With the new maintenance facility and storage yard SCSWA seeks to
lower external costs associated with outsourcing minor repairs and maintenance. Therefore, maximizing efficiency by prioritizing small repairs in-house. This gives SCSWA immediate access to
its equipment in one centralized location, making repair time shorter by minimizing service calls.
This effectively increases the safety of the public and SCSWA’s drivers by making sure equipment
is properly repaired and safe to operate. Effective maintenance of the fleet results in lower repair
costs and operational efficiency.

SCSWA Fleet:


22 Semi-Tractors



20 Walking Floor Trailers



3 Grappler Trucks



3 Front Loaders



3 Side Loaders



18 Light Duty Trucks

Fleet Maintenance Division:
Felix Maynes
Maintenance Technician
Christine Gomez

Ruben Caro

Fleet Clerk

Facility Janitor
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AMADOR TRANSFER STATION

2865 W Amador
Las Cruces, NM 88005
65,000 Square Feet
Built: 1995

Robert Gorman

AMADOR TRANSFER STATION

Transfer Station Manager

Tipping floors & pit

The Amador Transfer station is where municipal solid waste and recycled material is collected, compacted, and transported to either the landfill or the material recovery facility in El Paso, TX. The
building was constructed in 1995. It consists of a new waste compactor that was installed in mid 2020,
two tipping floor areas (one for residential and
the other for commercial use), a dedicated tipping floor for commercial and single stream
curbside recycling, two loading docs, (one for
top-loading onto a walking floor trailer, primarily used for recyclables and one for MSW where
it is compacted with the new compactor. Between twenty-six (26) to thirty (30) container
loads are transported to the Corralitos Regional
Landfill per day averaging 600 tons of MSW
per day.

Transfer Station Division:
John Holmes

Brittany Martin

HEO Lead

Cashier

Christina Mariscal

Samantha Galvan

HEO

Cashier Lead

Julie Roberts

Andy Borunda

Shirley Hagerman

Spotter

Commercial Truck Driver

Commercial Truck Driver

Nick Jocques

Anthony Urquides

Javier Hernandez

Spotter

Commercial Truck Driver

Commercial Truck Driver

Mark Rodriguez

Charlie Lopez

Davie Vigil

Spotter

Commercial Truck Driver

Commercial Truck Driver

Oscar Carrillo

Samuel Flores

Spotter

Commercial Truck Driver

New trash compactor being installed 2020
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RECYCLING CENTER

2855 W Amador
Las Cruces, NM 88005
50,000 Square Feet

Daniel Ortega
Recycling Operations
Foreman

RECYCLING CENTER

SCSWA manages the collection contract for curbside recycling services within the Las Cruces City
limits where 34,500 households are currently being serviced. In addition, SCSWA provides commercial recycling services to businesses, public schools, and municipalities throughout Doña Ana
County. Utilizing a single-stream collection method for household and commercial recyclable
items. Our Recycling Center Division consists of the following employees:

Recycling Center Division:
Fred Nevarez
Commercial Truck Driver

Marcos Zuniga
Commercial Truck Driver

Lupe Hernandez
Commercial Truck Driver

Mike Garcia
HEO

Arturo Ramos
HEO

Participation
Rate: +80%
Diversion
Rate: 23%

Jeff Hinojos
HEO
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WHAT WE RECYCLE
Single stream is a recycling system where multiple materials can be com-

Single Stream: mingled in a single container. These mixed items are shipped to a Materi-

WHAT WE RECYCLE

al Recovery Facility (MRF) where they are separated, bailed and sold to
end markets. Below is a list of recyclable items that are accepted in our
local single stream recycling program.

Non-Single
Stream:

Are items that are NOT accepted in a single stream recycling system. These
items do NOT go in your recycle bin and should be dropped off at the designated area at the Recycling Center at 2855 W. Amador Avenue. Below is a list of
items that can be dropped off separately at the Recycling Center.

Electronics

There are 3 important reasons to recycle your electronic waste:
1. It decreases the amount of toxins released in the environment such
as; lead, mercury and cadmium.
2. It allows for the recovery of natural resources such as gold, copper,
and nickel
3. Electronic waste is one of the growing municipal materials in the
waste-stream.

Metal

Metal is collected in our metal pit at the Recycling Center located at
2855 W. Amador. Residents can drop off their metal free of charge for
recycling purposes. Metal recycling helps to reduce greenhouse emissions and conserves the environment. It provides a way for industries to
maintain their projected costs.

Glass

Residents are encouraged to bring their clean and dry, glass bottles and
jars for recycling. SCSWA process the collected glass and makes the
recycled glass product available for residents to use for free.

10

RECYCLING TONNAGE &
ECONOMIC IMPACT:
Monthly:
600-900 Tons
Yearly:
+ 7,400 Tons

ECONOMIC IMPACT: Nationally, curbside recycling accounts for 370,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs, reduces 96 million metric tons of carbon dioxide, which is the equivalent of taking
20 million cars off U.S. highways and conserving an annual energy equivalent of 154 million barrels
of oil, according to the latest report conducted by the Recycling Partnership. SCSWA’s local recycling program also creates jobs and supports the local economy via sales agreements with vendors
for maintenance, repairs, and other commercial services.

EPA’s RECYCLING THREE POINT STRATEGY
The EPA’s National recycling goal is to increase recycling to 50% by 2030.
When the EPA was established in the 1970s, recycling in America was below 10% and by the mid 1990s, reached 30%. Recycling in America has remained flat ever since at about 32-34%. “That is why it is important to work
together to Recycle Right and Recycle More”, states EPA Administrator, Andrew Wheeler. In order to reach this goal, the EPA is following the three
point strategy listed below:
1. REDUCE CONTAMINATION
2. INCREASE PROCESS EFFICIENCY
3. STRENGTHEN MARKETS FOR RECYCLED MATERIALS
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WHAT WE RECYCLE

TONNAGE: Between six hundred (600) to nine hundred (900) tons of recycled material is collected monthly. Over seventy five percent (+75%) of the material collected is captured for recycling
purposes and diverted from going to the landfill. This means that over 7,400 tons of waste is recycled on an annual basis, which helps conserve water and reduces contamination of our natural resources.

COLLECTION CENTERS
(NORTHERN REGION )
Freddie Aguirre

COUNTY COLLECTIONS

Collection Center Supervisor
(Northern Region)

SCSWA operates five county collection centers
within Doña Ana County’s Northern Region.
Collection centers give residents who live outside of the Las Cruces city limits the opportunity to safely and properly dispose of their trash
and household hazardous waste. The centers
also provide residents with an opportunity to
recycle household recyclables and electronics.
Ideally collection centers serve as a one-stop
shop to meet residents recycling and waste disposal needs.

THE NORTHERN REGION
POPULATION BASE:
Estimated: 57,973

GARFIELD
Vacant - Attendant
505 Nightwatchers Road
Garfield, NM 87936
Service Hours:
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday ONLY

HATCH
Jose Madrid-Attendant
110 Cerrito Road
Hatch, NM 87937
Service Hours:
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday - Monday

HILL
Esteban Barraza-Attendant
9293 Del Rey Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM 88007
Service Hours:
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday - Monday

BUTTERFIELD
Elias Silva-Attendant
4925 Eason Ln
Las Cruces, NM 88011
Service Hours:
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday - Monday

MESQUITE
Zakary Keeling-Attendant
725 County Rd. B-059
Mesquite, NM 88048
Service Hours:

Drivers:
Francisco Zuniga
Commercial Truck Driver
Chris Harrison
Commercial Truck Driver
Ruben Romo
Commercial Truck Driver
Geno Angel
Commercial Truck Driver
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COLLECTION CENTERS
(SOUTHERN REGION )
Santos Trevino
Collection Center Operations
Supervisor
(Southern Region)

SOUTHERN REGION
POPULATION BASE:
COUNTY COLLECTIONS

SCSWA operates three county collection centers within Doña Ana County’s Southern Region. Collection centers give residents who live
outside of the Las Cruces city limits the opportunity to safely and properly dispose of their
trash and household hazardous waste. The centers also provide residents with an opportunity
to recycle household recyclables and electronics. Ideally collection centers serve as a onestop shop to meet residents recycling and waste
disposal needs.

Estimated 11,925

ANTHONY
Francisco Smith– Attendant
2120 E. O’Hara Rd.
Anthony, NM 88021
Service Hours:
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday - Monday

LA MESA
Michael McGrath– Attendant
1310 W. Afton Rd.
La Mesa, NM 88044
Service Hours:
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday - Monday

Drivers:
Toby Ramos
Commercial Truck Driver
Eddie Ruiz
Commercial Truck Driver

LA UNION
Gilbert Jimenez– Attendant
2590 Visnaga St.
La Union, NM 88021
Service Hours:
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday - Monday
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CHAPARRAL TRANSFER STATION / RECYCLING CENTER
180 McCombs Rd.
Chaparral, NM 88081
4,800 Square Feet Transfer Station
10 Acre Lot

POPULATION BASE:
Estimated 14,793
Eduardo “Eddie” Sanchez

CHAPARRAL

Operations Supervisor

Residents and commercial businesses in need of solid waste and recycling drop-off services can take
their trash and recycling to the Chaparral Collection and Recycling Center located at 180 McCombs
Rd., Chaparral, NM 88081. SCSWA does NOT provide solid waste pick-up services.
Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday: 7:00 am to 5:00 pm (last load accepted at 4:45pm)
Saturday - Sunday: 8:00 am to 4:00 p.m.
(last load accepted at 3:45 p.m.)

Drivers:
Othon Valdez Zamarripa

Transfer Station Division:

Commercial Truck Driver
Paul Van Winkle

Raul Madrid
Heavy Equipment Operator

Commercial Truck Driver

Cesar Perez
Heavy Equipment Operator
James Nieto
Transfer Station Attendant
Jenny Holmes
Cashier
Laura Mata
Cashier
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CORRALITOS REGIONAL LANDFILL

Steve Mauer

Landfill Operations:

Interim Landfill Manager

Ignacio Navarro

Jose Rey

Landfill Supervisor

Landfill Laborer

Charles Romero

Samuel Villanueva

HEO

Landfill Laborer

David Villagrana

CORRALITOS LANDFILL

Corralitos Regional Landfill is owned and operated by South Central Solid Waste Authority and
is located at 14535 Robert Larson Blvd. Corralitos Landfill is located along Interstate 10, about
15 miles west of Las Cruces, NM. The landfill
is a beehive of activity in the center of a 600acred parcel of land. Corralitos is a highly engineered, lined, permitted, and award-winning facility that is the repository of solid waste generation by our population.

HEO
Jesse Lucero
HEO
Ruben Castillo
HEO
Jesus Venegas
HEO

Trash is taken to Corralitos Monday through Friday from 18-wheelers after it is delivered from
all around our region and compacted at the
SCSWA Amador Avenue Transfer Station.
MUST have a solid waste account with SCSWA
or an SCSWA provided pre-authorization in order to access the landfill.

Corey Buxbaum
HEO
Raul Galindo
HEO
Pete Contreras
Landfill Laborer
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LANDFILL ARCHITECTURE

LANDFILL STRUCTURE, DESIGN, AND ENGINEERING

Figure 1: Schematic Cross Section in a Sanitary Landfill (Source: Luay Qrenawi)

Figure 2: Schematic showing basic components of landfill
(Source: Monash University)

Figure 3: Schematic showing basic landfill gas collection
(Source: Waste & Landfill Fundamentals)
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SUNLAND PARK
Santos Trevino

POPULATION BASE:
Estimated 18,000

Operations Supervisor

The City of Sunland Park is approximately 11 square miles and
home to approximately 18,000 residents in south central New
Mexico in Dona Ana County. Sunland Park is the southernmost
city of Dona Ana County, New Mexico and is bordered by Texas on
the east and the United States-Mexico International boundary to
the south.

SUNLAND APRK

SCSWA services approximately 4,600 residential homes within
Sunland Park City limits providing once a week curbside MSW service and one a month grappler servicer for large bulky household
waste.

Sunland Park Division:
George Segobia

Luis Morales

Solid Waste Driver

Commercial Driver

Mayra Cano

VACANT POSITION

Office Assistant

Commercial Driver
VACANT POSITION
Commercial Driver
50% Labor

RECYCLING SERVICE LOCATIONS

City Hall
1000 McNutt Rd

Fire Station #2
5650 McNutt Rd
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WHITE SANDS MISSLE RANGE (WSMR)
Eduardo “Eddie”
Sanchez
Operations Manager

WSMR

WSMR spans approximately 40 miles from east to west, and 100 miles from north to south, encompassing a land area of nearly 2.2 million acres in south central New Mexico to support DOD
test and training missions. In 2013 , the population of WSMR was 5,576, with 2,866 civilians,
350 military, and 2,360 contractors. Approximately 400 of the 551 Balfour Beatty Homes were
occupied. The Main Post of WSMR is located in the southwest corner of the installation, south of
US 70 to the east of the Organ Mountains, approximately 17 miles east of Las Cruces. The Army’s
solid waste management practices have been developed based on legislation enacted by the U.S.
Congress, Executive Orders signed by the President, and directives and instructions issued by the
DOD and the Army. Army installations are also subject to state and local legislation in which the
installation is located.
SCSWA services over 150 solid waste containers and 18 recycling containers for the WSMR
Garrison.

Solid Waste Collections
Kevin Wilshusen
Solid Waste Driver
VACANT POSITION
50% Labor

WHAT WE SERVICE
Single Stream Recycling:
Below is a list of single stream recyclable items that can go in the blue recycle bins and large blue
recycle bins located throughout SCSWA’s serviceable area including the WSMR base.
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TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES
Andres A. Alvarez
City of T or C Sanitation Director

POPULATION BASE:
Estimated 6,471
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENECES

SCSWA transfers and disposes 7,000 tons of solid
waste for the City of Truth or Consequences on an
annual basis. Truth or Consequences is located in
Sierra County approximately thirty-three miles
north from the Village of Hatch. Our solid waste
transfer and disposal services were facilitated via a
Government to Government contract signed on
January of 2016 and runs through 2024. Our driver
averages about two truckloads per day (8 to 10 per
week).

SCSWA Driver:
Anthony Urquides
Commercial Truck Driver

City Hall

Fire Station #2
5650 McNutt Rd
19
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SERVICES & RATES

MEMBERSHIPS & ASSOCIATIONS
SCSWA staff is active on several national and local organizations that aim to improve our environment, safety and overall quality of life. Active participating in these groups allows
SCSWA to maintain a pulse on important issues that involve solid waste management and recycling activities. Below are some of the organizations SCSWA is part of:

MEMBERSHIPS & ASSOCIATIONS

Illegal Dumping Partnership
(IDP)

RIO GRANDE RECYCLING CORRIDOR

Transportation - Sustainability - Infrastructure
POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE
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AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

2019 AWARD:

2010 AWARD:

1st Place, “Outstanding Recycling Partnership”

“Recycling Program of the
Year”

Presented by: City of El Paso &
Rio Grande Recycling Corridor

Presented by: New Mexico
Recycling Coalition

2018 AWARD:

2017 AWARD:

“Biggest Safety Improvement
Collection & Transfer”

“Diversion Program of the
Year”

Presented by: SWANA

Presented by: New Mexico
Recycling Coalition

2018 AWARD:
“Safety & Health Achievement
Recognition Program”
Presented by: NM Occupational Health & Safety Bureau

2015 AWARD:
“NMRC Distinguished Member”
Presented by: New Mexico
Recycling Coalition

2017 AWARD:

2020 AWARD:

“Outstanding Community or
Government Program”

“3 Years Without a Loss
Time Incident”

Presented by: National Recycling Coalition

Presented by: SCSWA

2015 AWARD:

2019 AWARD:

“NMRC Distinguished Member”

“2 Years Without a Loss
Time Incident”

Presented by: New Mexico
Recycling Coalition

Presented by: SCSWA

2013 AWARD:

2018 AWARD:

“Bronze Excellence Award”

“1 Year Without a Loss
Time Incident”

Presented by: New Mexico Recycling Coalition

Presented by: SCSWA
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TERMINOLOGY

Bulky Wastes: Solid waste comprised of large
discarded materials such as appliances, furniture,
automobile parts. Large branches and tree stumps
are sometimes included by local definitions.
Buy Recycled: Purchasing recycled products. Buy
Recycled programs often emphasize purchase of
products that contain a specified or maximum level
of post consumer content and/or recyclable materials content without affecting the intended use of the
product.
Buyback Center: Facility that refunds deposits on
containers subject to bottle bill redemption and/or
purchases recyclable materials.
C&D Debris: Materials resulting from the construction and demolition (C&D) of buildings and
other structures, including materials such as metals,
wood, gypsum, asphalt shingles, roofing, concrete,
rocks, rubble, soil, paper, plastics and glass, but
excluding putrescible wastes.
Capture Rate: Ratio of quantity of recyclable materials diverted for recovery, to the total quantity of
recyclable materials available for recovery.
See Diversion Rate and Participation Rate.
Carbone: (C&A Carbone Inc. v. Town of Clarkson 511 U.S 383 (1994)): case in which the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned a local ordinance that
required all solid waste within the Town of Clarkstown be processed at a town-designated privately
owned transfer station. The court found that the
ordinance unconstitutionally discriminated against
interstate commerce.
CERCLA: Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980,
42 U.S. C Section 9601 et seq., referred to colloquially as “Superfund”, providing for clean up and
remediation of uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites and response to accidents, spills and
other emergency releases of hazardous substances.
CERCLA provides EPA with enforcement authority to ensure that responsible parties pay the cleanup
costs. (“PRPs” are Potentially Responsible Parties.)
CESQG: (Pronounced SQUEEGY) Conditionally
Exempt Small Quantity Generators, which are facilities that produce less than 100 kg. (220 lbs.) of
hazardous waste (or less than 1 kg. of acutely hazardous waste) per calendar month. CESQGs are
exempt from many of the requirements applicable
to hazardous waste generators provided they comply with certain conditions specified in Subtitle C
regulations.
Closure: Cessation of operations at a solid waste
management facility (especially a sanitary landfill)
and implementing plans promulgated in accordance
with provisions of RCRA in order to ensure future
protection of human health and the environment.
23

TERMINOLOGY

ADC: Alternative Daily Cover. See Cover.
Aerobic Decomposition: Degradation of organic
wastes in the presence of oxygen by microorganisms
and bacteria, releasing carbon dioxide gas and heat
and producing solid material (compost) that can be
used as a soil amendment. An example of Aerobic
Decomposition is the waste degradation that occurs
in a compost pile. See Composting. Contrast Anaerobic Digestion.
Agricultural Wastes: Solid Waste comprised of
crop residues and animal manures resulting from agricultural operations.
Alternative Daily Cover (ADC): See Cover.
Anaerobic Digestion: Degradation of organic wastes
in the absence of oxygen by microorganisms and
bacteria, releasing methane that can be collected and
used as a fuel and producing relatively inert solid
materials that can be processed for use as a soil
amendment. An example of Anaerobic Digestion is
the waste degradation that occurs in a landfill. Contrast Aerobic Decomposition.
Automated Collection: Solid Waste collection by
mechanical means, where arms or other devices extend from the collection vehicle, grasp or otherwise
manipulate containers, lift them overhead, tip them to
empty solid waste into the vehicle, and set them back
down on the ground. Fully automated collection requires no manual labor to grasp containers; semiautomated collection requires manual labor to position
containers for mechanical grasping. Contrast Manual Collection.
Beneficial Use: Utilization or reuse of a material that
would otherwise become solid waste. Examples include landfill cover, aggregate substitute, fuel substitute or the feedstock in a manufacturing process.
Biodegradable: Describes waste materials capable
of being biologically decomposed by microorganisms and bacteria. For example, organic wastes such
as paper, wood, food and plants are biodegradable;
metals, glass and most plastics are not.
Bioreactor Landfill: Engineered landfill or landfill
cell where liquid and gas are actively managed in
order to accelerate or enhance biostabilization of
waste. Example management includes controlled addition and recirculation of water and capture of methane gas in a piping network.
Biosolids: Solid, semisolid, or liquid waste generated
from a wastewater treatment plant. Sometimes referred to as Sewage Sludge.
Biostabilization: Biological decay of organic wastes
through process that reduces leachate and landfill gas
generation.
Bottle Bill: Law that requires payment of a deposit
on specified beverage containers (such as aluminum
cans or glass beverage bottles) by consumers at time
of purchase, and subsequent refund of the deposit by
the product retailer or other entity when consumers
return the containers for redemption. Bottle Bills encourage container recycling and discourage littering.
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Combustible Waste: Solid waste that will burn, such
as waste paper, cardboard, wood, plastics, textiles and
leaves, with or without resource recovery.
Commercial Waste or Recyclables: Solid waste or
recyclables from businesses, office buildings, stores
and markets and sometimes including institutional
waste. Contrast Household Hazardous
Waste or Recyclables.
Commingled Recyclables: Recyclable Materials designated for recycling either by (1) generators’ placement with other recyclable materials mixed in a single,
common container for collection, or (2) collectors’
sorting and placement in a single, common compartment on the collection vehicle. See Single Stream
Recyclables. Contrast Source Separated Recyclables.
Compaction Density: Ratio of weight to unit volume
of solid waste, recyclables or other materials usually
expressed as pounds per cubic yard or kilogram per
cubic meter (lbs/y3 or kg/m3). Compaction is achieved
in sanitary landfills, collection vehicles and storage
containers by using compactors. Greater Compaction
Density increases the life of sanitary landfills, route
length of collection vehicles or capacity of storage
containers. Prescribed Compaction Density may be a
performance standard in solid waste management
agreements. Compaction Density varies, depending on
where and how it is measured. For example in a sanitary landfill, Compaction Density is affected by type
of cover, the initial moisture content of the waste, type
of landfill compactors used, number of passes by the
landfill compactors, where it is measured (e.g. on side
slopes), etc. Compaction in a sanitary landfill can be
measured by multiple means, including aerial surveys,
GIS etc. During collection, greater Compaction Density may be undesirable for certain recyclable materials
such as glass.
Compactors: Machines that reduce the volume of solid waste by crushing, compression or compaction. A
landfill Compactor is a piece of heavy construction
equipment with a blade (to push waste) and steel
wheels with cleats (to minimize surface contact with
waste and maximize pressure). It reduces volume of
solid waste in a sanitary landfill by rolling over solid
waste deposited on the surface of the sanitary landfill.
A Compactor collection truck is equipped with a hydraulic ram and compactor plate that reduces volume
by pushing and compressing wastes into the main
body of the truck. Stationary Compactors contain a
ram that pushes and compresses waste into a container
or bale.
Compost: The end product of composting. It is a humus-like material that can be added to soils to increase
soil fertility, aeration and nutrient retention.
Composting: Biological decomposition or decay of
organic wastes (sometimes including mixed solid
waste) under controlled conditions. Composting takes
place under aerobic conditions, typically in an open

Contamination: Commingling of garbage, refuse or
other material having unsuitable physical or chemical
properties with recyclable materials or organic
wastes, thereby rendering the recyclable materials or
organic wastes unfit for further reuse, requiring processing prior to reuse, or decreasing their value for
reuse. A recycling example is paper products sullied
by food. A composting example is compost degraded
by glass particles (a physical property) or heavy metals (a chemical property) present in the feedstock.
Corrective Action: Action taken to investigate, describe, evaluate, correct and cleanup contamination
from solid waste management facilities as prescribed
in accordance with law, including CERCLA and
RCRA.
Cover (or Cap): Soil or alternative daily cover used
to cover exposed solid waste in a sanitary landfill.
Alternative Daily Cover is cover other than soil, such
as spray slurries, tarps, foams, vegetative waste and
ash. Daily Cover is cover applied at the end of each
sanitary landfill operating day. Final Cover or Cap is
cover comprised of layers of impermeable materials
such as compacted clay, drainage materials, topsoil
and vegetation applied over the top of a closed cell of
a sanitary landfill to minimize the infiltration of rainwater and the production of Leachate.
Daily Cover: See Cover.
Debris Boxes: See Roll Off Boxes.
Dioxin: Group of chemical compounds sharing certain similar physical structures and biological characteristics that can be emitted when burning Solid
Waste if there is incomplete combustion and inadequate air pollution control devices. Studies have
shown that exposure to Dioxin at high levels may
adversely effect health. Federal air quality standards
for waste-to-energy facilities establish very stringent
emission limits for Dioxin.
Diversion: Re-direction of recyclable materials from
disposal through resource recovery.
Diversion Goals: Diversion Rates encouraged by
law or policy, carrying no penalties, fines or other
adverse consequences for non-achievement. Contrast Diversion Mandates.
Diversion Mandates: Diversion Rates prescribed by
law, carrying penalties, fines or other adverse consequences for non-achievement.
Diversion Rate: Ratio of the quantity of recovered
materials, to the sum of the quantity of recovered
materials plus the quantity of disposed materials.
What materials are deemed recovered or disposed
may vary among different local, state, provincial and
national governments. “Diversion Rate” is often referred to as “recycling rate” or “recycling diversion
rate”. Compare Capture Rate and Participation
Rate.
Drop-Off Center: Containers such as bins and rolloff boxes placed at collection sites designated for
deposit by generators of specified materials such as
recyclable materials or solid waste.
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Franchise: Right or privilege conferred by a local
government on one or more private entities for the
collection, transportation or other handling of solid
waste or recyclable materials. A Franchise may extend throughout the corporate limits of the local government or may be limited to a specified area. Local
power to grant Franchises typically stems from state
or provincial law, municipal charter, or home rule
authority. Franchisees may be required to secure licenses or permits in order to perform franchised services.
Front End Loaders: Include (1) Solid Waste collection vehicles (a) originally designed to collect commercial, institutional and industrial solid waste from
large containers such as dumpsters, having two forks
attached to the front that lift bins overhead and empty
them into a hopper on top of the vehicle, and (b)
adopted to collect residential solid waste, for example, from cans dumped manually into buckets or hoppers attached to the front that lift the emptied solid
waste overhead and empty it into the hopper
(compare Side Loaders); and (2) heavy equipment
with a bucket or grapple used to push or pickup materials in solid waste facilities.
Garbage: Putrescible Solid Waste. Contrast Refuse.
Green Purchasing (or Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing): Buying environmentally preferable
products or services that have a less or reduced adverse effect on human health and the environment
than competing products or services that serve the
same purpose, considering life cycle impacts: raw
materials acquisition, production, manufacturing,
packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance
or disposal.
Green Waste: Solid waste comprised of grass clippings, shrub and tree cuttings and other organic
wastes resulting from lawn care and gardening. See
also Yard Debris.
Groundwater Monitoring: Sampling and analysis of
water beneath the surface of the ground for the purpose of detecting the release of contamination from a
solid waste management facility.
Hazardous Waste: Solid wastes with properties that
make them dangerous or capable of having a harmful
effect on human health and the environment. Under
RCRA, Hazardous Wastes are specifically defined as
wastes that exhibit a specific characteristic (toxicity,
flammability, ignitability or infectious) or are specifically listed as a hazardous waste in the Subtitle C.
States and provinces may promulgate their own definitions.
Hazardous Waste Screening Protocol: Procedures
implemented in accordance with law or best industry
practice to identify and remove hazardous waste from
further handling within the solid waste infrastructure,
including during collection and upon delivery to
transfer or disposal facilities.
HDPE: High-Density Polyethylene, a plastic used to
make a variety of products including milk jugs and
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EIS: Environmental Impact Statement, a document
that identifies and analyzes in detail the environmental
impacts of a proposed action, including in some instances, the construction of solid waste management
facilities, prepared in compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act or state and provincial laws.
Energy Recovery: Includes (1) harnessing the heat
from solid waste incineration or other thermal destruction process to produce steam for direct use or the generation of electricity; (2) extracting fuel from landfill
gas, and (3) converting solid waste into liquid or gaseous fuels by chemical, thermal or biological processes.
Enterprise Fund: Self-supporting method of funding
solid waste management programs and operations
through revenues generated from service charges and
fees, deposited and kept separate and distinct from
local governments’ general funds.
Environmental Justice: Fair distribution of environmental risks among all socioeconomic and racial
groups. From a solid waste perspective, environmental
justice concerns arise when solid waste management
facilities are, or are perceived to be, located predominantly in areas with minority or lower income populations.
Ergonomic Injuries: Injuries to the musculoskeletal
system resulting from repetitive motion, heavy lifting,
forceful exertion, contact stress, vibration, awkward
posture, rapid hand and wrist movement, etc. Responsible solid waste management operations implement
training programs and workplace controls to reduce
ergonomic injuries.
E-Scrap or E-Waste: Discarded electronic equipment
including computers, monitors, printers, TVs, stereo
systems, VCRs and other personal electronic devices.
Financial Assurance: Regulatory requirements designed to ensure that solid waste facility owners will
have the financial resources to pay for closure, post
closure care and corrective action, for example
through dedicated trust funds, insurance or bonds, revenue pledges or meeting prescribed financial tests.
Flow Control: Overt regulatory measure—usually in
the form of a local governmental ordinance or official
directive—mandating that solid waste, recyclable material or other material be transported to one or more
designated sanitary landfills, transfer stations, materials recovery facilities or other solid waste management
facilities. Flow Control has been significantly curtailed
by Carbone. Some local governments have created
financial incentives for haulers to bring wastes to particular facilities, and such methods (known as economic flow control) tend to withstand legal challenges.
Contrast with “Facility Designation”, which is not regulatory in nature: for example where a service provider
agrees, by contract, to transport or deliver waste or
other material in accordance with the provisions of an
agreement between the service provider and a governmental authority.
Food Residuals or Waste: Animal and vegetable materials resulting from the handling and preparation of
foods.
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Leachate: Liquid that has percolated through or drained
from Solid Waste, often containing suspended or dissolved waste materials.
Heavy Metals: Trace metals present in solid waste
Liner: Layer of natural or synthetic material laid bethat are sometimes found in the air emissions and ash
neath and on the sides of a sanitary landfill that restricts
from solid waste combustors, leachate, compost or
the downward or lateral escape of leachate and landfill
other products or residuals resulting from the progas. Clay Liners can be constructed from tightly comcessing of solid waste. Examples include mercury,
pacted clay soils or manufactured geosynthetic clay.
cadmium, lead and chromium. Studies have shown
Synthetic Liners (sometimes called Flexible Membrane
that exposure to Heavy Metals at high levels may adLiners or FML) are constructed from plastic membranes
versely effect health.
(geomembranes). Composite Liners combine layers of
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW):Certain hazboth clay and synthetic liners. State, provincial and naardous wastes generated in small quantities by homes
tional law may prescribe minimum specifications for
and residences, such as batteries, paint and oil.
liner systems.
Household Waste or Recyclables (or Residential/
Domestic Waste):Solid waste or recyclables originat- Managed Competition: Process where municipal or
ing from homes and residences. Contrast Commercial public sector solid waste departments submit proposals
or bids in competition with private sector solid waste
Waste and Recycling.
companies in response to a publicly tendered service
Incinerator:Generic term for an enclosed unit that
contract. Managed Competition could be applied to any
burns Solid Waste, sometimes without energy recovery. See also Solid Waste Combustor Ash and Waste solid waste service (or any other municipal service) but
generally has been applied to solid waste collection ser-to-Energy.
Industrial Waste:Solid waste originating from indus- vices.
Manual Collection: Solid waste collection by hand ratrial processes or manufacturing operations.
ther than machine, where workers grasp, lift and empty
Inerts:Materials such as concrete, fully cured asphalt
paving, glass, plastics, fiberglass, asphalt or fiberglass cans or toss bags into hoppers or buckets on a collection
vehicle. Contrast Automated Collection.
roofing shingles, brick, slag, ceramics, plaster, clay
Materials Recovery Facility (MRF): Building where
and clay and clay products that do not degrade or pucommingled recyclables are separated and processed
trefy and are not hazardous waste.
(including sorting, baling and crushing) or where source
Institutional Waste:Solid waste originating from
separated recyclables are processed for sale to various
schools, universities, hospitals and other institutions.
Integrated Solid Waste Management (ISWM): En- markets. See Intermediate Processing Center. In a
Dirty MRF the incoming recyclable materials are covironmentally and economically sound, systematic
approach to solid waste handling that combines source collected and commingled with other nonrecyclable porreduction, reuse, recycling, composting, energy recov- tions of solid waste. See Mixed Waste Processing.
ery, collection, transfer, transport and disposal in sani- Medical Waste (Pathological or Infectious Wastes):
Certain materials from hospital and health care facilities,
tary landfills, solid waste combustors or other solid
including infectious materials, human pathological
waste disposal and processing facilities in order to
wastes, human blood products and used sharps.
conserve and recover resources and dispose of solid
Mixed Waste Processing: Picking, sorting and otherwaste in a manner that protects human health and the
wise separating recyclable materials from commingled
environment.
refuse and garbage, as opposed to picking, sorting and
Intermediate Processing Center (IPC): Term used
otherwise separating one type of commingled recyclainterchangeably with Materials Recovery Facility
bles (such as fiber) from another type of commingled
(MRF), or to signify MRF that not only sorts and rerecyclable (such as containers). See Materials Recovcovers single stream and commingled recyclables
(usually from residential and commercial sources) but ery Facility (MRF).
additionally processes them into new recycled materi- MOLO: Manager of Landfill Operations, one of SWAals feedstock or recycled products. See Materials Re- NA’s certification disciplines. See SWANA Certified.
MRF: (Pronounced MURF.) See Materials Recovery
covery Facility (MRF).
Interstate Commerce Clause: Provision of the Unit- Facility.
ed States Constitution prohibiting state and local gov- MSW: Acronym for Municipal Solid Waste.
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW): Solid waste other than
ernments from discriminating against interstate comhazardous wastes comprised of commercial, household,
merce unless they are acting as market participants
and institutional wastes.
like private parties. See Carbone and Flow Control.
NIMBY: Acronmym for Not In My Backyard. NeighISWM: See Integrated Solid Waste Management.
Landfill Gas; Gas produced when organic waste natu- borhood, community or local political opposition to the
siting and development of Solid Waste Management
rally decomposes in a sanitary landfill, comprised of
facilities.
approximately 50% methane (the primary component
of natural gas) and 50% carbon dioxide. Landfill gas
can be collected and used as a fuel for heating, generating electricity or fueling engines.
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Procurement Preference: Purchase of recycled products even though their price exceeds the price of similar products with less or no recycled materials content,
often by creating exceptions to procurement laws or
practices that require purchasing qualifying products
having the lowest cost.
Product Stewardship: Appeal to all parties in a product life cycle—manufacturers, retailers, users and
waste managers—to share responsibility and costs for
reducing the adverse environmental impacts of products. From a solid waste management perspective,
Product Stewardship involves the actions taken to improve the design and manufacture of products to facilitate either their reuse, recycling or disposal, as well as
actions to establish programs to collect, process and
reuse or recycle products when they are discarded.
Products of Combustion: Gases and particulates that
result from the combustion of solid waste.
Pyrolysis: Thermal and chemical decomposition of
organic waste in a furnace operated without sufficient
oxygen to allow combustion. Pyrolitic products include combustible gases, oils, charcoal and mineral
matter. Contrast Incinerator.
Rail Haul: Transportation of solid waste (generally
long distances) by railroad.
RCRA: (Pronounced RECK RAA.) Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 S.S. C. Section 6901 et.
seq., as amended, the major U.S. federal legislation
first adopted in 1976 that governs the management of
solid waste and hazardous waste in the U.S.
Recovery (or Recovering): See Resource Recovery.
Recyclable Material: Substance that can potentially
be reused as or recycled into a recycled material or
recycled product. See also Recycled Material and Recycled Products.
Recyclables: See Recyclable Material.
Recyclables Broker: Individual or entity that acts as
agent or intermediary between the sellers and buyers
of recyclable materials such as metals, paper and
glass.
Recycled Content: Portion of a product’s or package’s weight that is composed of materials remanufactured from a recyclable product or packaging material,
including pre-consumer materials or post-consumer
materials.
Recycled Material: Material that has been converted
into feedstock for use in the manufacture of a new recycled product, including containers or packaging. See
also Recyclable Material and Recycled Products.
Recycled or Recycling: Includes (1) collection, sorting, marketing, processing, and transforming or remanufacturing recyclable materials into recycled materials and recycled products, including marketing
thereof; and (2) the purchase and use of recycled products. See Recyclable Material, Recycled Material and Recycled Products.
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Organic Wastes: Solid wastes containing carbon
compounds that are capable of being biologically degraded, including paper, food residuals, wood wastes,
yard debris and plant wastes but not metals and glass
or plastic. (Plastic contains carbon compounds and is
theoretically organic in nature, but generally is not
readily biodegradable.)
Participation Rate: Ratio of generators (e.g. individuals, households or businesses) of recyclables materials
that actually participate in a recycling program by setting out recyclables for collection during a prescribed
period of time, to generators who are served by the
recycling program and could participate in the recycling program. See Capture Rate and Diversion
Rate.
PAYT: Acronmym for Pay As You Throw.
See Variable Rates.
PET: Acronym for Polyethylene Terephthalate: plastic
commonly used to make containers such as soft drink
bottles. PET containers are often identified by the
number “1” inside the recycling arrows stamped on the
container.
PFAS: Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)
are a group of man-made chemicals that includes
PFOA, PFOS, GenX, and many other chemicals.
PFAS have been manufactured and used in a variety of
industries around the globe, including in the United
States since the 1940s. PFOA and PFOS have been the
most extensively produced and studied of these chemicals. Both chemicals are very persistent in the environment and in the human body – meaning they don’t
break down and they can accumulate over time. There
is evidence that exposure to PFAS can lead to adverse
human health effects.
Post Closure Care: Activities during the period after
closure of a solid waste disposal facility where the facility owner is required to carry out monitoring,
maintenance and any necessary corrective action needed to contain liquid, gas and solid waste and to detect,
prevent or respond to the release of liquid, gas and
solid waste.
Post Consumer: Describes products purchased and
used by consumers, then discarded or recycled, such as
a newspaper that has been purchased and read, recycled, then used to make newsprint. Contrast Pre Consumer.
Pre Consumer: Describes feedstock used in manufacturing, fabrication or industrial production, then discarded or recycled, comprised of scrap, trimmings,
cuttings and other post-production discards such as
overruns, over issue publications, and obsolete inventories. Contrast Post Consumer.
Privatization: Use of the private sector to provide
solid waste management services, ranging from complete private ownership and operation of ISWM facilities, service contracts or franchise agreements between
local governments and private parties to provide
ISWM services, to private operation of ISWM facilities or equipment owned by the public sector.
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Recycled Products: Includes (1) products having
specified percentages of their total weight comprised
of pre-consumer or post consumer recycled material
and/or secondary materials (such as certain paper
products, plastic products, aluminum containers,
compost and cocompost, glass products, lubricating
oils, paints and solvents); (2) used products that are
not disposed but refurbished for reuse without substantial alteration (such as refilling beverage bottles
returned to a bottler, dock bumpers made of scrap
tires, remanufactured laser toner cartridges, repaired
office furniture, reconditioned carpet, retreaded tires,
and reformatted computer disks.
Redemption: Return of recyclable materials such as
beverage containers covered by bottle bills to the
retailer thereof or a buy back center for refund of
amounts at least equal to the deposit, made at the
time of sale.
Refuse: Non-putrescible solid waste. Contrast Garbage.
Remanufacture: Disassembling used products that
have been recovered instead of discarded, including
cleaning, repairing or replacing necessary parts, and
reassembling them for resale and reuse. Remanufacture often involves breaking down a used product
into its main/core subsystems/modules and adding
extensive parts and labor. Remanufacture may be
distinguished from “refurbishing”, which is less extensive, including renovating, repairing, restoring, or
generally improving the appearance, performance,
quality, functionality, or value of the used product
for reuse or resale.
Request for Bids (RFBs, tender): Procurement in
which a local government solicits price bids for
goods or services (such as solid waste collection and
disposal, recycling, or facility development or operation) based on prescribed, detailed specifications,
usually with limited authority to negotiate or modify
bids unless bidder does not meet minimum qualifications. The form, manner and timing of requests for
bids are mandated by law. Once bidders meet minimum qualifications (such as experience), price is the
only criteria. Contrast Requests for Proposals
(RFPs).
Request for Proposals (RFPs): Procurement in
which a local government solicits price and/or program proposals for goods or services (such as solid
waste collection and disposal, recycling, or facility
development or operation) based on prescribed but
possibly alternative and general specifications, usually with broad authority to negotiate or modify proposals. The form, manner and timing of requests for
proposals are subject to the local government’s discretion. Not only price, but additional factors such as
proposed program, experience, references, environmental record, history of litigation, recycling
achievements, etc., may be criteria. Con-

Request for Qualifications (RFQs): In advance of
issuing requests for proposals, local governments solicit
qualifications of potential proposers. Contrast Requests
for Proposals (RFPs).
Resource Recovery: Recovery rather than disposal of
Recyclable Materials or energy from solid waste, encompassing recycling, reuse, composting and energy
recovery.
Reuse: Use of a product more than once in its same
form for the same or different purpose without substantial alteration. See Recycled Products.
RFP: See Request for Proposals.
RFQ: See Request for Qualifications.
Roll Off Boxes: Open-topped rectangular containers
for storage, collection and transport of solid waste that
are rolled on and off flatbed collection vehicles via
winches or reeving cylinders (hooks), originally servicing commercial, institutional and industrial solid waste
but increasingly servicing drop-off centers for residential solid waste or recyclables or sites that generate construction and demolition debris. See also Debris Boxes.
Route Efficiency:
Measurements of efficiency or productivity of a collection vehicle from the time it leaves the maintenance
yard until it returns from collecting solid waste or recyclable materials and delivering them to solid waste
management facilities. Efficiency may be measured in
various ways, including stops/route, time/route, cycling
time, time between stops, etc.
Route-Selected Recyclables: Recyclables collected by
a hauler with scheduled stops structured to minimize
contamination of recyclables by garbage, refuse or other unacceptable materials and maximize resource recovery, such as excluding restaurant and grocery stores
from routes that collect paper from office buildings.
Sanitary Landfill: Engineered solid waste disposal
method on the land in accordance with Subtitle D, designed and operated to protect human health and the
environment by establishing requirements with respect
to location, operation, design, ground water monitoring,
corrective action, closure and post-closure, and financial assurance.
Scavenging: (1) Theft of recyclable materials set out by
the generators, prior to collection by the hauler, done by
individuals or illicit businesses, and (2) uncontrolled
(and generally unsafe) removal of recyclable materials
from the working areas of a sanitary landfill, transfer
station, MRF or other solid waste management facility.
Sewage Sludge: See the correct term, Biosolids.
Sharps: Discarded needles and syringes.
Side Loaders: Collection vehicles that are loaded from
the side manually or with fully or semiautomated mechanical arms that grip containers (primarily small residential carts), lift them overhead, and empty them into
the collection vehicle. Compare Front End Loaders.
Single Stream Recycling: See Commingled Recycling.
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Source Separated Recyclables: Recyclable materials
that are sorted and removed from refuse, garbage and
commingled recyclables by the generator or owner of
those recyclable materials so that they can be collected in different containers for recycling or composting.
Examples include sorting newspapers, glass bottles,
metal cans, plastic containers, corrugated cardboard,
office papers and lawn and garden wastes. Contrast Commingled Recyclables and Single Stream
Recyclables.
Special Wastes: Solid wastes that are often separated
from mixed solid waste for special handling or management, including household hazardous waste, tires,
batteries, discarded pesticides, E-waste, and bulky
wastes.
Subtitle C: Section of RCRA that authorizes U.S.
EPA to establish regulations regarding hazardous
waste management.
Subtitle D: Section of RCRA that authorizes U.S.
EPA to establish regulations for sanitary Landfills.
Superfund: Common name for CERCLA, including
generally the entire CERCLA program as well as specifically the trust fund established to fund cleanup of
contaminated sites. See CERCLA.
SWANA Certified: Describes a solid waste professional who meets SWANA’s eligibility requirements
for education and experience, and who has passed one
of SWANA’s Certification Exams for a particular solid waste management discipline. SWANA currently
offers certification in seven disciplines:
Management of Collection Systems
Management of Composting Programs
Management of Construction and Demolition Materials
Management of Recycling Systems
Management of Landfill Operations
Management of Transfer Stations
Principles of Management of Municipal Solid
Waste Systems
TCLP: Acronym for Toxicity Characteristic Leaching
Procedure, a lab test designed to determine whether a
solid waste is a hazardous waste because it releases
toxic chemicals in leachate.
Tipping Fee: Fee charged for accepting recyclable
materials or solid waste at a solid waste management
facility (such as a transfer station, solid waste combustor, MRF, IPC or sanitary landfill).
Transfer Station: Facility that receives and consolidates solid waste or recyclable materials from municipal or commercial collection trucks and self-haulers’
vehicles and loads the solid waste onto tractor trailers,
railcars or barges for long-haul transport to a distant
disposal facility.
Universal Wastes: Several widely generated hazardous wastes identified by U.S. EPA (such as batteries,
pesticides, thermostats and mercury containing lamps
and equipment) that are subject to streamlined requirements for collection, storage and processing if
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Small Quantity Generator: (Pronounced SQEEGY.)
Facilities that generate very small quantities of hazardous waste, between 100 kg. (220 lbs.) and 1000 kg.
(2,200 lbs.) per calendar month. The regulatory requirements for Small Quantity Generators are less
stringent than persons who, or entities that, generate
larger quantities of hazardous waste.
Solid Waste: Any garbage, refuse, sludge, and other
discarded material, including solid, liquid, semisolid,
or contained gaseous material, resulting from residential habitation; industrial, commercial, mining, and
agricultural operations; and community activities. This
definition may vary under diverse local, state, provincial and national laws.
Solid Waste Combustor: Furnace that combusts solid
waste as defined in regulations promulgated under the
US Clean Air Act. Solid Waste Combustors are subject to stringent federal regulations that control the
combustion process and establish emission limits for
various air pollutants including dioxin, heavy metals,
acid gases (hydrogen chloride and sulfur dioxide), particulates and nitrogen oxides.
Solid Waste Combustor Ash: Noncombustible residue remaining after the combustion of solid waste.
Bottom Ash is the noncombustible residue that falls to
the bottom of the combustion chamber and is removed
mechanically. Fly Ash is particles of noncombustible
residue that are entrained in the exhaust gases during
combustion prior to exhaust into the atmosphere.
Solid Waste Disposal: The discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking or placing of solid
waste on or in the land or water. This definition may
vary under diverse local, state, provincial and national
laws.
Solid Waste Infrastructure: Facilities, furnishings,
equipment, systems and programs developed to provide solid waste services, including privately or publicly owned or operated collection fleets, transfer stations, MRFs, composting facilities, sanitary landfills,
solid waste combustors and other solid waste disposal
facilities, or operation or service contracts.
Solid Waste Management: Planned and organized
handling of solid waste and recyclable materials in an
environmentally and economically sound manner, encompassing the generation, storage, collection, transfer, transportation, processing, resource recovery, reuse, and disposal of solid waste and recyclable materials and including all administrative, financial, educational, environmental, legal, planning, marketing and
operational aspects thereof.
Source Reduction (or Waste Reduction): Actions
taken to reduce solid waste toxicity or disposal, including (1) manufacturers’ redesign and management of
products and packaging to extend product life, and
facilitating repair, (2) consumers’ reduced purchase
and consumption of products that become wastes; and
(3) manufacturers’ and consumers’ reuse of products.
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Upstream Diversion: Diversion of recyclable materials that occurs prior to a specified place or time before
setting out the balance of recyclable materials at the
curb for collection in a recyclables collection program.
An example of Upstream Diversion is as a generator’s
source reduction, charitable donation or delivery of
recyclable materials to a buy back center.
Variable Rates (or PAYT/Pay as You Throw):
Charges for solid waste collection services that incrementally increase with disposed refuse and garbage
volume (such as 32, 64 or 96 gallon carts) or weight,
with lesser or no charges for recyclables collection
services, to encourage recycling and discourage disposal. Variable Rates do not necessarily reflect actual
operational costs but rather constitute behavioral incentives (or disincentives).
Waste Exchange: Organization or service that facilitates or arranges for recyclable materials or discarded
materials from various generators or industries to be
recycled or reused by others.
Waste Generation: Total amount of disposed Solid
Waste and diverted Recyclables.
Waste Reduction: See Source Reduction.
Waste Screening: Monitoring and inspecting incoming solid waste at a solid waste management facility in
order to screen out solid waste and other materials that
are prohibited or otherwise unacceptable.
WASTECON®: SWANA’s Annual Conference and
Solid Waste Exposition.
WasteExpo: An annual Solid Waste conference and
equipment exposition owned by Primedia, Inc.
Waste-to-Energy: Controlled combustion of solid
waste in solid waste combustors having state-of-the-art
pollution controls, and energy recovery there from.
Types of Waste-to-Energy facilities include mass burn
units that incinerate mixed solid waste with little or no
prior separation, and RDF (Refuse Derived Fuel) units
that separate combustible solid waste from noncombustible solid waste prior to combustion. See Solid
Waste Combustor Ash and Incinerator.
White Goods: Discarded household appliances such
as stoves, refrigerators, and washing machines.
Yard Debris: Another term for Green Waste.
Zero Waste: Efforts to reduce solid waste generation
waste to nothing, or as close to nothing as possible, by
minimizing excess consumption and maximizing the
recovery of solid wastes through recycling and composting.

REGIONAL TERMINOLOGY
NMRC: New Mexico Recycling Coalition
NMED: New Mexico Environment Department
SHARP: Safety and Health Achievement Recognition Program
NMFA: New Mexico Finance Authority
NM-SWANA: New Mexico Solid Waste Association of North America (Roadrunner Chapter)
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